EDLPS 536

Historical Analysis of Educational Issues

Spring 2008
Dr. Nancy Beadie

College of Education

University of Washington

Guide to Reading Native Seattle
for May 21, 2008


In Native Seattle, Coll Thrush explores the interaction between different “place-stories” told by Native Americans and non-Native settlers and inhabitants of the “crossing-over place” that came to be called Seattle.  In the process he uncovers many contradictions.  Chief among these is the way that non-Natives appropriated the imagery of Native people as symbols for the new city (i.e., totem poles and the name “Seattle” itself) even as they actively dispossessed real Native peoples from their homes and livelihoods.  At the same time, Thrush highlights the many ways that Natives continued to live, work, gather and trade in Seattle even after it became a site of urban development.  In this way Native people defied non-Natives’ assumptions that Indians were a race doomed to extinction.  What are the implications of Thrush’s account for constructing the history of a multicultural place?  Is the construction of one history necessarily the erasure of another?  What do we learn about our “own” history when confronted by others’?  How did Thrush go about constructing the “place-stories” he told?

